
Fulton County Arts : CAPF Report

Community Action Public Forum
Date: January 3rd, 2024
Location: Canton Learning Collaborative - Canton, IL
Attendance: 10 (3 via Zoom)
Time: 7:30pm-8:30pm

FCA Updates:

1. Art Desk
a. The Art Desk is a project focused on liberating creative expression in all age

groups

b. We're working on growing our inventory of supplies to support the artistic
discipline on all levels - feel free to reach out if you think you have supplies you'd
like to donate.

2. Community Meals
a. There’s interest in organizing community meals

i. Focus #1: Community Gatherings fostering relationships between
individuals of different socioeconomic statuses

ii. Focus #2: Charitable program providing an asset to the underserved
b. Social Media Survey

i. Lewistown use to have one and would like to have it back
ii. Canton has one that is ran out of the Salvation Army

3. Big Read
a. Discussion #1 took place December 17th, 2023. We focused on the first half of

Heartland by Sarah Smarsh, starting with participants sharing their interest in
joining the NEA / IL Humanities Big Read, most tying in their personal
connections to the current book. We discussed a photo project created by
Chicago-based artist, Amanda Williams, that depicts systemic neglect, racism,
and resource inequity – exploring its relevance to the local community's
concerns. This transcended into the group talking about the book's impact on us,
highlighting the connection to maternal experiences, resilience, and generational
poverty. Many shared personal reflections; bridging the book's themes to their
own life experiences while often focusing on the “system” and the need for
change. These conversations brought our awareness to the challenges faced by
rural communities including traveling, community engagement projects, the
economic and personal impact of extreme weather, and access to resources
such as healthcare. Our group concluded with announcing details of our next
book group over the second half of Heartland, and time/place for our upcoming
Community Action Public Forum.
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b. Illinois Humanities / NEA Big Read: Discussion #2 - Heartland - January 22nd @

6:30pm-8:30pm

c. Illinois Humanities / NEA Big Read: Discussion #1 - Infinite Country - February
26th @ 6:30pm-8:30pm

d. Anyone who wants to join still can. Reach out to FCA.

e. LaSalle Library - Poor Kid’s Documentary 6-8pm live streaming - January 23rd
i. Event Page coming soon to Facebook and Website

4. Fulton County Arts Online Calendar
a. Coming in the next couple of weeks

CAPF Presentation & Community Discussion:

1. Asset-Based Community Development presentation by CLC founder, Josh Pickel
a. See slides below
b. https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/82cb29024ce3465290995b8f6b3ca313

2. Community Discussion around ABCD
a. The genesis of the local Crime Stoppers
b. Community Questions

3. Date for next CAPF - Wednesday, February 7th @ 7:30pm
a. https://www.fultoncountyarts.org/event-details-registration/community-action-public-forum
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(Conclude)
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